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Regional Business Leaders Call on President to Move Forward Now

Platform of Specific Actions Presented  

New Orleans, LA (June 17, 2010)− Regional business leaders of south Louisiana came together today at a press conference to call for specific action from President Obama and members of Congress to prevent what they said “will turn an ecological catastrophe into an economic calamity” as a result of the Deepwater Horizon oil spill.

The Business Council of Greater New Orleans and the River Region; Greater New Orleans, Inc. (GNO, Inc.); and the New Orleans Metropolitan Convention and Visitors Bureau (NOMCVB) joined other regional business and political leaders to present a platform of solutions to address the negative financial and economic impact of the oil spill. The coalition, under the rallying cry of “Move Forward Now,” asks that the President immediately authorize three specific actions that could mitigate the damage to the economy. In addition, a fourth point of the platform supports the Mayor of New Orleans’ call for BP’s investment in New Orleans and the surrounding area’s hospitality industry.

1. Expedite and authorize decision making.

The clean up effort continues to be hindered by slow and cumbersome bureaucratic procedures and the lack of cohesive and centralized decision making.  Louisiana’s leaders know what must be done, but do not have the authority to move forward.  This situation must be remedied immediately in order for real and reasonable protection and recovery of sensitive coastal areas.

2. Lift the moratorium on deepwater drilling while mitigating its impact. 

The current moratorium on deepwater exploration will significantly damage the economy of Louisiana and Gulf Coast communities. It is imperative that solutions are found that ensure the safety of drilling and protection of the environment, while allowing exploration to continue as soon as possible. What may be temporary now will become permanent as rigs relocate and/or shut down. Multiple experts asked to make recommendations about future drilling have agreed that a blanket moratorium is not the answer, as it will not measurably reduce risk further, and it will have a lasting impact on the nation’s economy which may be greater than that of the oil spill. 
MORE
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3. Accelerate oil revenue sharing for Louisiana.

Bring forward Phase II of the 2006 Domenici-Landrieu Gulf of Mexico Energy Security Act (GOMESA) from 2017 to now thus generating millions of productive revenue for restoration of Louisiana’s coast. 

4. Support the Mayor of New Orleans in his request that BP finance a hospitality marketing campaign for New Orleans and the surrounding areas.
One painful aftermath of Hurricane Katrina was the long and arduous task of changing perceptions about the viability of New Orleans and the coast as a tourism destination. It has taken five long years to regain the trust of the traveling public.  Now the oil disaster is threatening to re-create the same nightmare. It is critical that a far-reaching and sustained marketing campaign be launched to address this situation and let the public know the facts.

According to Gregory Rusovich, chairman of the Business Council of Greater New Orleans and the River Region, “We can’t afford to sit back and watch these events unfold. Credible innovations, resources and solutions exist; these must be put into the field, not agonized over in a conference room. We must move forward now.  We must act today.” 

“The deep drilling moratorium is a highly reactive response that will make a challenging situation much worse,” stated Michael Hecht, President and CEO of Greater New Orleans, Inc. “What this region needs now is not a short-sighted policy that will trigger a cascade of job loss, but intelligent solutions that protect our environment while allowing our residents to continue to earn a living.”

Stephen Perry, president and CEO, NOMCVB, added, “The oil and gas and tourism industries are both cornerstones of the economies of New Orleans and south Louisiana. Our fisheries, fresh seafood, and recreational and charter fishing are part of our way of life. This partnership bringing together our diverse business sectors is not only innovative but reminds all of us how inextricably linked our unique economic engines are.”
 

He added, “The platform presented today provides a unified commonsense approach to preserving our economy, way of life, unique culture and beautiful environment.”

New Developments

Rusovich also announced the field testing of a Taiwanese tanker, now en route to the Chesapeake Bay, ETA June 24.  At 319,000 DWT, the vessel has a 2 million barrel capacity .The Coast Guard has agreed to monitor the testing of the vessel, and was commended by the business leaders for its cooperative role in endorsing this solution, pending results of the trials. If testing is successful, the group urged the immediate mobilization of this vessel to the Gulf of Mexico.
Another development announced by Rusovich was the action by the Coast Guard to overlay a military command and control structure to supplement the existing incident command structure. This is consistent with the business coalition’s demand for expanded, urgent decision making and the improvement of tactical warfare in the field. 
MORE
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Rusovich said, “The Coalition takes a strong stance that it is past time for swift and powerful action.  We are at war, and we must attack on all fronts.   We ask the President and Congress to authorize and demand these actions; we ask them to move forward now, without delay.”  

Regional business organizations that comprise the coalition include: Business Council of Greater New Orleans and the River Region; Greater New Orleans, Inc.; New Orleans Metropolitan Convention and Visitors Bureau; Jefferson Business Council; Lafayette Economic Development Authority; Louisiana Seafood Promotion Board; Northshore Business Council; Plaquemines Association of Business and Industry; St. Bernard Chamber of Commerce; Black Chamber of Commerce; New Orleans Chamber of Commerce; Asian Chamber of Commerce of Louisiana; Hispanic Chamber of Commerce of Louisiana; West St. Tammany Chamber of Commerce; St. Tammany Parish President Kevin Davis; Baton Rouge Area Chamber of Commerce; Central Louisiana Chamber of Commerce; and Louisiana Restaurant Association (as of 6.17.10 at 11:00 am).

For more detailed information about the platform, visit www.bcno.org.
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